THE GENEROSITY OF HAZRAT-I-A<LA
of the roaring sea in the Carnatic to meet the expenses of these
charities which amounted to one lac of rupees. He supplied the
pilgrims to Makka and to the holy shrine of the Prophet of
Allah (may peace be on him) with provisions and permitted
them to travel by the ships mentioned above. He appointed
vakils in the two holy places to look after the indigent, to supply
food, drink and other necessary things for pilgrims and visitors
and provide camels free of charge to those helpless men whose
feet had become sore with walking. He sent from this country
stone implements like mill-stones, mortars, pestles, etc., said to
be rare in Arabia. By sending these things for the comfort of the
people of Arabia, he conferred on them favours to such an
extent that they embroidered their head-dresses with the
exalted name of Walajah Sultantfl-Hind and surnamed him
Sultanu'1-Hind. In . the course of sermons delivered from the
pulpit of their mosques, they mentioned his name next to that
of the sultan of Rum and prayed for their long rule. In a
narration of a tenth of his praiseworthy traits, the pen is
prostrate, its tongue broken; in a description of one of
the thousand acts of his generosity the pen has grown weak
and confounded and stands motionless like the pupil of the eye
in a painted picture.
His generosity
The spring showers were but a drizzle when compared
with his shower of gems in charity; compared with the surg-
ing waves of his generosity the sea of Uman was but a drop.
The empty pockets of men from far-off lands became filled
(with gold) ; the shoulders and the backs of the learned from
every part of the country were made heavy (with presents).
A complete narration of it is as endless as his beneficence.
Indeed, it is very long. But an account of his generosity
increases the splendour of the narration, which encourages me
to write a few words from the chapter of his munificence.
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